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HRD minister, 39 university VCs to draw new vision 

for higher education 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/HRD-minister-39-university-VCs-to-draw-new-vision-for-
higher-education/articleshow/42062297.cms 

NEW DELHI: HRD minister Smriti Z Irani will be in a retreat with vice-chancellors of 39 central universities in Chandigarh 
for two days, September 12-13, to discuss ministry's new vision on higher education, take stock of their function and 
prepare the road ahead.  
 
Irani already had similar interactions with directors of IITs and IIMs. The minister is likely to stress on greater synergy 
between higher and school education.  
 
One of the key issues to be discussed will be the report by the AM Pathan committee that had prepared a single 
legislation to govern all central universities. Currently, each central university is governed by its own Act passed by 
Parliament. Pathan's report and draft bill was unanimously criticised within the HRD ministry last year. It was felt that 
the proposed legislation will not only take away the historical character of many universities but will also compromise 
their autonomy. The bill was also criticized for proposing a tedious process of governance. For instance, it had said the 
office of chancellor should be abolished and replaced by a Council of VCs (CVCs) to be headed by HRD minister. It had 
also suggested a separate recruitment board for appointment of teachers and non-academic staff in central universities.  

The ministry will also impress VCs about the need to get accreditation from National Assessment and Accreditation 

Council. Sources said, when it comes to quality, central universities cannot be getting different treatment than private 

universities.  

 

The retreat will see Irani insist on time-bound implementation of new government's emphasis on technology-enabled 

higher education. In this regard, implementation of SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active-Learning for Young Aspiring Minds) 

programme is high on priority. Under this scheme to be launched on September 25, professors of IITs/IIMs and central 

universities will offer online courses free. A small fee will be charged in case learner requires a verified certificate. In the 

first phase, IITs of Bombay, Madras, Guwahati, universities of Delhi, Manipur, Punjab and Banaras Hindu University will 

be offering varied courses.  

 

National E-Library platform will also be discussed with VCs. E-Library is Irani's pet scheme under which an online portal 

will be launched to democratize access to knowledge. Top class content from institutions such as NCERT, CBSE, IITs, IIMs 

and other central universities will be hosted on this platform. Also on the agenda will be the ministry's new UNITE 

(University Network Initiative to Enhance Education) programme that proposes to make 20 classrooms in 21,000 

colleges wi-fi enabled and give 600 universities a full-campus wi-fi Local Area Network. 
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IIT-B student killed self: Cops 

TNN | Sep 9, 2014, 11.03 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/IIT-B-student-killed-self-Cops/articleshow/42118522.cms 

Mumbai: A police probe into the death of IIT-B student, Aniket Ambhore, 22, has revealed that he had committed 

suicide. Ambhore, who was depressed, fell from the sixth floor balcony of a hostel on the campus last Thursday.  

 

"With no contradictory theory before us, it seems Ambhore committed suicide," said deputy commissioner of police 

Prashant Holkar (zone X). "We have recorded statements of Ambhore's roommate and a student who was standing in 

the opposite building and saw him fall. The roommate stated that Ambhore had spoken to his parents over the 

telephone before going off to sleep in his room. A few hours later, the roommate had left for the canteen."  

 

While the police have not established the motive for Ambhore's drastic step, they believe his backlogs in subjects, along 

with depression, may have pushed him over the edge. Ambhore had several backlogs in the first and second years of his 

dual degree programme. He had returned to the campus after a 10-day break on Thursday. The Powai police, who have 

been conducting a detailed probe, also recorded his parents' statements.  

 

IIT has a student-mentorship programme in place and counselors regularly visit hostels to interact with students. 

Students are mentored and monitored closely by faculty members during the academic rehabilitation programme, said 

the official. Ambhore was also put on the programme. 

 

IITs to help promote sustainable rural development 
The IITs will focus on improving sanitation and e-governance, and on promoting organic agriculture, alternative sources 
of energy and village entrepreneurship  
 
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/19iE1VyJSNcku7F8rFWzSL/IITs-to-help-promote-sustainable-rural-development.html  
New Delhi: The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) will work closely with the human resource development ministry 
and a few others to promote sustainable development in rural India, under a scheme called Unnat Bharat, the IITs said. 
Under the scheme, the premier technology institutes will focus on improving sanitation and e-governance, and on 
promoting organic agriculture, alternative sources of energy and village entrepreneurship. The IITs are joining hands 
with at least four ministries—human resource development, rural development, agriculture and science and technology. 
The IITs have met HRD minister Smriti Irani and will meet other ministry officials soon to finalize the road map. A 
national-level workshop has already been organized at IIT- Delhi to discuss the priority areas for the Unnat Bharat 
scheme. “We are trying to address the problem in rural India through technology push, helping grassroots organizations 
in innovating new products, and support rural entrepreneurs to develop neighbourhood solutions,” said V.K. Vijay, a 
professor at the Centre for Rural Development and Technology at IIT-Delhi and one of the programme coordinators for 
the scheme. This development comes on the heels of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Independence Day speech where 
he spoke about providing basic facilities to villages, urging parliamentarians to adopt and develop a model village in their 
constituencies. In the Union budget too, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government had made several 
provisions for promoting rural entrepreneurship. The budget has made a provision of Rs.200 crore to establish a 
technology centre network that will promote innovation and entrepreneurship in agri business, and another Rs.100 
crore for a rural entrepreneurship scheme. Vijay said that all top technical institutions and agricultural universities will 
be asked to support the Unnat Bharat scheme. The IIT systems will be the nodal body and hand-hold other top 
institutions for the job. “Our students and teachers can spend time in developing products and technology that can be 
beneficial to villages,” said Vijay, adding that older IITs have rural technology action groups and these can be made more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/IIT-B-student-killed-self-Cops/articleshow/42118522.cms
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/19iE1VyJSNcku7F8rFWzSL/IITs-to-help-promote-sustainable-rural-development.html
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active to make the mission a success. “We can have such departments in all the top technical institutions. Initially, 50 
top institutions can join hands and then hundreds more can join in,” he said. India has 16 IITs and six new ones are being 
set up. Overall, in a couple of years, such rural development departments can function from over 300 institutions, said 
Vijay. He said that the areas which have been discussed include technology infusion in health and education delivery, 
providing alternate energy such as solar power to rural areas, and helping increase organic produce. The IITs will also 
help in developing technology for low-cost toilets, improving sanitation facilities by providing help to grassroot 
organizations, and helping e-governance initiatives. HRD ministry officials said that the ministry is quite optimistic about 
the move and after Modi’s 15 August speech, it has almost become a priority. “The ministry is mooting to have a cell on 
how to leverage educational institutes to help rural India. The (HRD) minister has already said that she supports opening 
rural development courses in top universities and technical colleges,” said a ministry official, requesting not to be 
named. Vijay said that joining hands with other ministries will also benefit the institutions in getting sponsored research 
projects. Such projects will provide a revenue boost to institutions, while benefiting rural communities. Gautam Barua, a 
former director of IIT-Guwahati, said that roping in more institutions to help rural people will be a good move and 
several government departments joining hands will give more weight to the mission. “But government has to think that 
how it can reward professors and students who will get involved in these projects. When there is a huge pressure on 
improving the global ranking of IITs, produce more research papers and better their citations, devoting a good amount 
of time for rural development needs motivation,” said Barua. 
 
 

RESEARCH TIE-UPS WITH INDIAN 

INSTITUTES 

Hindustan Times (Kolkata) 

The University of Waikato with Jamia Millia Islamia University in New Delhi The University of Auckland with Anna 

University in Chennai The University of Auckland with Madurai Kamaraj University in Tamil Nadu The University of Otago 

with the University of Delhi The University of Auckland with the University of Calcutta University of Canterbury with the 

University of Delhi Victoria University of Wellington with Guru Nanak Dev University in Amritsar 

 

IITs and IISc to offer joint free online courses under 

NPTEL project 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/iits-and-iisc-to-offer-joint-free-online-courses-under-nptel-project/ 

The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore (IISc Bangalore) will 

soon offer Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) as part of the National Program on Technology Enhanced 

Learning (NPTEL) project, funded by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD). 

NPTEL project is a joint initiative of the IISc Bangalore and the seven old IITs – IIT Delhi, IIT Madras, IIT 

Guwahati, IIT Kanpur, IIT Kharagpur, IIT Bombay and IIT Roorkee. 

NPTEL project originated after many deliberations between IITs, Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) and 

Carnegie Mellon University (CMU). Under the project, five of the IITs and IISc Bangalore will create 100 web-

based courses and 100 video courses. Duration of each course will be of 40 hours. 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/iits-and-iisc-to-offer-joint-free-online-courses-under-nptel-project/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/iit-bombay-to-launch-massive-open-online-courses-moocs/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/iit-professors-now-educating-non-iit-students/
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These online courses will be offered for free to students. They will focus Higher education, Professional 

education, Distance education and Continuous & Open Learning in that order of preference. NPTEL students 

will be able to opt for an optional certificate from the respective IIT by paying fee for the course. This 

certification will be based on students’ scores in online assignments and a proctored examination. 

NPTEL has recently launched the NPTEL Online Certification (NOC) portal which is backed up by Google the 

National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM), India. 

 

 

 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/iim-bangalore-joins-edx-to-offer-interactive-online-classes/
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